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LETTER from the Right Honourable Lord Francis Leveson Gower, Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, to George Renny, A. R. Blake, 
William Disney, J. Cheyne, P. Crampton, and F. Barker, Esqrs. 



Gentlemen, 



Dublin Castle, 
13th August 1829. 



TTAVING communicated, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, your appoint- 
A ment as Commissioners of Inquiry into the Charitable Establishments 
specified in my letter of the 10th instant, I am directed to call your attention 
to the particular points on which His Grace is anxious to obtain the result of 
your consideration ; — I have, in the first instance, to direct your attention to 
that portion of the Report of the Select Committee on the Irish Miscellaneous 
Estimates, a copy of which I have herewith the honour to enclose, which relates 
to the Lying-in Hospital, Doctor Siemens's Hospital, Fever Hospital, Hospital 
of Incurables, and the Westmorland Lock Hospital ; as also to their Report on 
the House if Industry, which establishment the Lord Lieutenant has added to 
the list of those which have been recommended by the Committee as proper 
subjects of your Inquiry. 



I am commanded to request your attention to a portion of the latter Report, 
page 8, which is considered by His Grace as applicable to all the establishments 
in question ; viz. 



“ The Committee are desirous of calling the attention of Government, and of 
the managers of many of the charitable institutions receiving public aid, to the 
propriety of adopting the principle advantageously acted upon in London and 
Edinburgh, as well as the Hospital of Incurables and Lying-in Hospital of 
Dublin, and of obtaining the gratuitous services of physicians and surgeons, 
rather than by paying them by annual salaries.” 

It appears to His Grace that there are some points connected with the esta- 
blishments which are included in the House of Industry peculiarly worthy of 
your consideration, and on which your advice will be most important to Govern- 
ment as a guide to its future proceedings. 

You are probably aware that the Richmond Surgical Hospital is in a state 
which will render its demolition necessary at no distant period. Funds were 
last year voted by Parliament for the re-construction of that establishment, and 
are now at the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant. His Grace, however, has 
reason to believe, that by a judicious appropriation of buildings not fully occupied 
at present, and attached to the House of Industry, viz. the Chronic and Fever 
Hospitals, this heavy expense may be spared to the Public, and the objects of 
humanity, and the promotion of medical and surgical science, which have hitherto 
been attained by the Richmond Surgical Hospital, fully secured. 

His Grace desires me to inform you, that he considers the support of idiots 
and incurable lunatics in the House of Industry, and the consequent relief of 
the Richmond Lunatic Asylum, an object of primary importance, to which the 
relief of the class of aged and infirm persons supported by the House of Industry 
is to be considered as secondary and subordinate. His views upon this subject 
have bee n already communicated to the Governors ; but the result of their 

consideration 
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consideration of them is not yet before His Grace. By a reference to other 
portions of the Report of the Select Committee you will perceive the probability 
which exists, that in the reduction of other establishments, viz. the Foundling 
Hospital and the Charter Schools, it may be found expedient to provide for the 
reception, in the House of Industry, of such inmates of those institutions as 
are afflicted with bodily or mental infirmity, to an extent which must incapacitate 
them from supporting themselves by their own exertions. 

I have to request your attention with respect to all the establishments sub- 
mitted to your inquiry, and more particularly to that which from its magnitude 
is most important, viz. the House of Industry, to the manner in which the 
accounts are kept, and the issues of money regulated, keeping in your view the 
importance of preventing large balances remaining at any time in the hands of 
any individual. 

It appears worthy of consideration, whether individuals in the House of 
Industry, afflicted with chronic disorders, may not, under certain circumstances, 
be attended to without removing them from the wards of the aged and infirm. 

I am directed to offer these observations with the view of securing your atten- 
tion to such points as appear to His Grace to require immediate attention, but by 
no means with the view of precluding you from reporting fully on every other 
circumstance connected with the subject, which may attract your attention in the 
progress of your inquiries. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(signed) F. LEVESON GOWER. 



LETTER from the Commissioners to the Right hon. Lord Francis Leveson Gower, 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

My Lord, Dublin, 28th November 1829. 

IN obedience to the commands of His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, communi- 
cated to us in your letter, dated Dublin Castle, 13th August 1829, we beg leave 
to transmit Reports on the following Charitable Institutions ; namely, 

The Lying-in Hospital, 

Steevens’s Hospital, 

The Fever Hospital, Cork Street, 

The Hospital of Incurables, 

The Westmorland Lock Hospital, and 
The House of Industry ; 

which Reports we have to request your Lordship will be pleased to lay before His 
Grace, for his consideration. 

We have the honour to be, See. 

(signed) G. Retmy, 

A. R. Blake, 

IV. Disney, 

J. Cheyne, 

P. Crampton, 

F. Barker. 

A 2 
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LETTER from the Right honourable Lord Francis Leveson Gower, Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, to G. Renny, A. R. Blake, W. Disney, 
J. Cheyne, P. Crampton, and F. Barker, Esqrs. 



Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 15th December 1829. 

HAVING submitted to the Lord Lieutenant the Reports on the management 
of the House of Industry, and other Charitable Institutions which have been 
brought under your consideration, His Grace has directed me to convey to you 
his best thanks for the attention which you have given to the inquiry. 

His Grace has derived great satisfaction from the valuable information and 
suggestions which the Reports contain ; and I am further to assure you that His 
Grace is most sensible of the labour and exertion which it must have required 
on your part to bring the inquiry to so speedy a termination. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(signed) F. LEVESON GOWER. 

(True Copies.) 

C. W. Flint. 
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COPIES of the REPORTS of the Commissioners 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to report 
on certain Charitable Institutions in the City of 
Dublin. 



LIST. 



1. — THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL - ------ p- 5 

2. — DOCTOR STEEVENS’S HOSPITAL p. 24 

3— THE FEVER HOSPITAL, CORK-STREET - - - - p. 38 

4— THE HOSPITAL OF INCURABLES p. 58 

5. THE WESTMORLAND LOCK HOSPITAL - - - - p. 66 

6. — THE HOUSE OF INDUSTRY p. 81 



1.— REPORT ON THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL. 



O N the information which they have received, your Commissioners would 
observe, 

THAT having visited the Lying-in Hospital, and examined every part of its in- 
ternal arrangements, and taken into consideration the annexed statements, extracted 
from the replies given to them by the governors of the Hospital, together with 
other facts with which they are acquainted, they are fully impressed with the bene- 
fits which the community must derive from the relief afforded to a large number of 
females in the lower class of life, whose indigent circumstances render them, when 
in the puerperal state, peculiar objects of compassion, and give them a strong claim 
to commiseration and assistance. 

That the wards of the Hospital are kept in a state of neatness and cleanliness 
highly creditable to the master ; and that all the comforts of food, proper clothing, 
care of nurses, with medicines and medical attendance, are liberally and effectually- 
supplied to the inmates. 

That such an institution in this city is valuable to its inhabitants must be evident 
to those who take into consideration the great mass of poverty in Dublin, and the 
very numerous claimants for relief, of whom many are dependent on personal exer- 
tion for the means of living, and who seek an asylum in the Lying-in Hospital at 
a time when afty effort for their support is altogether impossible. 

Your Commissioners would also observe, that the Lying-in Hospital is an estab- 
lishment of national utility, as it affords instruction in midwifery to male and 
female pupils. 

But they would advert to a topic of much importance : 

It appears from authentic documents at different periods submitted to the 
Executive Government in Ireland, that puerperal fever frequently appears in this 
Hospital, and carries off many of the women received into it. 

The mortality at different times was so considerable, that in the year 1820 the 
General Board of Health was directed by the Lord Lieutenant to inquire into, 
and report on, the frequency of puerperal fever in this Hospital, and the means, in 
their opinion, best adapted to avert its mortality. 

The general result of their report then submitted to Government was, 

That the mortality recorded in the general table of admissions, &c. &c. herewith 
annexed, (see Appendix, No. 6, p. 20) whenever this mortality was much greater 
than ordinary, arose from the prevalence of puerperal fever. 

7. A3 That 



The Lying- 
IIospital. 
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1- . . That the disease has existed chiefly in the Lying-in Hospital, and has not at the 

T Hospital" m Same l ' me prevailed to any extent in the city : 

^ J That when it makes its appearance in the Lying-in Hospital it generally spreads 

through that establishment : 

That in the opinion of two most judicious physicians*, who have acted as mas- 
ters to the Hospital, the frequent prevalence of this disease is more or less con- 
nected with the numerous admissions of patients to its wards. 

In proof of this assertion they would refer to the following extracts from the 
Registry of the Lying-in Hospital for the last sixty years. 

Thus, during twenty years, 



— 


Admitted. 


Went out not 
Delivered. 


Died. 


Proportion of died 
to Admitted. 


Proportion of Died 
to Delivered. 


From 1769 to 1788 


20,057 


845 


188 


i in 107 


1 in 102 


1789 to 1808 j 


38,102 


J ,379 


353 1 


1 in 108 


1 in 104 


1809 to 1828 ; 


59,373 


3,302 | 


789 ' 


1 in 75 ' 


j i in 71 



This statement plainly shows that a mortality increased in a much greater pro- 
portion than the number of patients admitted into the wards, has attended the 
increased admission of patients to the Hospital. 

They would also advert to the opinion given by several of the medical gentlemen 
who had acted as masters in the Lying-in Hospital, that for the purpose of obviating 
the recurrence of puerperal fever the number of patients should be diminished ; 
an opinion on which, together with the facts above detailed, the General Board of 
Health founded their recommendation to the Lord Lieutenant in the year 1 820, 
that the number of patients admitted to the Hospital shall not exceed two 
thousand annually. 

Taking into consideration the expense of this establishment, and also the mor- 
tality from the frequent recurrence of puerperal fever, which it is probable can in 
a certain degree be obviated by a reduction in the number of patients, and adopt- 
ing the opinion of the Select Committee on the Irish Miscellaneous Estimates, 

That “ the principle alone on which any fair claim to public assistance on the 
part of a charitable establishment can be admitted, are the following : 

“ The proved utility of the charity ; 

“ The improbability of its maintenance by private aid onlv ; 

“ The strictest economy in salaries and all other expenses ; 

“ The contribution of funds locally raised by subscription or taxation — 

The Commissioners would submit to the consideration of His Grace the possi- 
bility of reducing the expenditure of the Lying-in-Hospital in a degree compatible 
with the comforts which patients in the condition of its inmates require. 

Should the admissions to the Hospital be limited to two thousand yearly, the 
Commissioners would propose, that in order to obviate the inconvenience which 
the public might sustain from this reduction, a recommendation of the General 
Board of Health in the year 1 820 should be adopted, That those puerperal females 
who apply for relief, and who cannot be received into the Hospital conformably 
with the proposed regulation of admitting but two thousand patients annually, 
shall be attended to by male or female pupils, accoucheurs, under the superin- 
tendence of the master ; and that the admissions into the Hospital, as well as the 
attendance on such women as are delivered in their own dwellings, shall as much 
as possible be limited to paupers. 



* Doctors Clarke and Evory. 



The 
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The Commissioners beg leave to annex the following copy of a letter from the 
master of the Hospital : 

“ To the Commissioners appointed by the Lord Lieutenant to report on certain 
Charitable Institutions in the City of Dublin. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ As master and resident governor of this Institution, I would beg to direct 
your attention to the following circumstances, and by your doing so I shall feel 
much gratified. 

“ On the subject of limitation, I have to observe, that no communication was 
made to me until the commencement of the present year, since which time, 
namely, from the 5th of January to the 22d of November, both days inclusive, the 
admissions have amounted only to 1,966 ; and I beg to assure the Commissioners, 
that during my mastership I shall use every effort in my power to confine the ad- 
missions as nearly as possible within 2,000 annually. 

“ I have also, from the date of my appointment as master, afforded assistance to 
all poor women in distress at their own habitations when such was applied for at 
the Hospital, and in every instance my assistants have been most ready to do so, 
although in no way connected with their duty ; and we have been particularly 
careful to offer assistance to those who have been excluded from the benefits of 
the charity, no matter from what cause. 

“ It is, however, to be lamented, that the relief to be given in this way is in most 
instances totally insufficient to guard the patient from the danger consequent to her 
state, owing to the deplorably wretched situation she is placed in, and the want, 
not only of food, but even of a bed to lie on, or a roller to pass round her body 
after delivery ; and we are often compelled to have them removed to the Hos- 
pital to prevent death. 

“ To guard as far as possible against any but the most distressed females being 
admitted, I beg to copy underneath the form of our admission-ticket, which must 
be filled up and signed by the clergyman of the parish to which the patient belongs, 
and afterwards signed by me, or, when I am absent, by my assistants. This I will 
answer for is strictly attended to unless when a patient comes to the Hospital-gate 
in labour ; when, to prevent her being delivered in the street, she is invariably 
admitted. 

“ Copy of Admission Ticket. 

“ Sir, 

“ I recommend the bearer as a proper object to receive 

a ticket of admission to the Lying-in Hospital, being satisfied from a personal 
inquiry into her circumstances that she is unable to provide the necessaries for her 
approaching confinement. 

“ Dublin, 1 8 

(signed) 

“• N. B. A small ward can only be had by applying to the master, and paying 
1 1 . to the funds of the Charity. 

“ Another means of preventing any but paupers seeking admission is, the exclu- 
sion of all visitors, except when the patient is in great danger; and this we find 
produces the best effects. 

All governors, however, have the power of recommending their own servants 
to be admitted to a small ward. 

“ I would beg to state also, that the most scrupulous attention is paid to keep the 
general expenses of the dietary and other comforts of the patients within as mode- 
rate bounds as is sufficient to afford adequate relief to the patients ; and when it is 
considered the much greater expense that is incurred in the washing of linen in 
this Institution than in other hospitals, the frequent changing of which to the 
lying-in female is so absolutely necessary, I hope the sum expended will be found 
moderate, little more than one third of that expended on each patient in similar 
institutions in England and elsewhere. 

“ I beg further to add, that if in the course of your inquiries into the expenses of 
the Lying-in Hospital an impression should be made on your minds that they ex- 
ceeded those of other hospitals in Dublin, the answer I have to give is, that 
though the fact may be true, I can confidently assert that our expenses fall much 
within those of any similar establishment in Great Britain 

7 * A 4 “ Having 
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i. “ Having said this, I beg leave to assure the Commissioners that I will readily 

The Lying-in attend to any suggestion of theirs on this subject, as I feel it to be an important 

Hospital. ^ part of my duty as Master of the Hospital to enforce the strictest economy in 
^ every part of its expenditure. 

“ I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 

“ Your very obedient servant, 

Dublin, Nov. 23, 1 829. Robert Collins , M. D. 

Resident Master of the Hospital. 



Dublin, 1 
Nov. 28, 1829./ 



(signed) Geo. Renny. 

A. R. Blake. 
IV. Disney. 



J Cheyne. 

P. Crumpton. 
Francis Barker. 



INFORMATION on the Lying-in Hospital ; extracted by the Commissioners 
from the Answers given to them by the Governors of that Institution. 

THIS Hospital was opened on the 8th of December in the year 1757. 

The funds by which it was erected were raised through the exertions of Bar- 
tholomew Moss, M.D. who applied the sum of 8,163/. which had been appro- 
priated to the support of a temporary hospital which he had fitted up in George’s- 
lane, to the building of the Lying-in Hospital. 

A considerable debt was incurred in the building of this Hospital, and to defray, 
it several Parliamentary grants were obtained. 

A building adjoining the Hospital was in the year 1 809 taken and converted into, 
an auxiliary hospital, which contains 28 beds. 

The following bequests have been made to this Institution : 



William Deane, in the year 1792, bequeathed £.1430. 15.5. 4 d. 
vested in 3 J Government Stock ------ 

Tile Rev. Richard Daniel, in 1794, bequeathed for ever 

The Rev. Doctor Barrett’s Trustees, in 1825, appropriated 
£. 3,193. 1 s. 4 d. now in 3 i Government Stock - 

Mrs. Sophia Stratton, in the year 1809, bequeathed £.461. 9s. 10 d. 
received in 1827, then £.1,024. 12s - now in 3 £ Government 
Stock ---------- 

Besides the above, the Governors have vested £.761. 12 s. in 
3 i Government Stock ------- 

For the application of the different parts of this building, see the Plan. 

The total number of beds in the Hospital is 139, exclusive of couches, 13 of 
which are occupied by nurses. 

The number of patients at present in the Hospital is 54. 

Government grant 147/. 135. 10 d. yearly, for the education and maintenance 
of midwives for the different counties in Ireland ; one half of which the master is 
entitled to for instructing them, and the other half goes to the funds of the Hospital 
for their diet. 

The wards are at all times heated by fires, and their ventilation is effected by tubes, 
passing from each ward through the roof of the building, and also by the doors 
being perforated with many apertures at the top. In the summer, one window at 
least in each ward is kept an inch and a half open at top, so as always to produce 
free ventilation ; and to ensure an uniform and proper temperature a thermometer 
is suspended in each ward. 

For details of Income and Expenditure, sec Appendix, No. 1, page 17. 

For Gross Income and Expenditure, and the Number of Patients to whom relief 
was afforded for each period of three years, &c. &c. see Appendix, No. 2 
page 18. 

Government. 

Thirteen governors are appointed under the charter granted in the year 1 756, the 
remainder are elected, paying 25 /. on admission, and 1 1 /. 1 o s. g d. annually for the 
support of a bed, or in consequence of having rendered some essential service to the 
Institution. They meet four times in each year, and occasionally as called together. 
Seven governors are required for a charter-board, and five on ordinary occasions. 

A record 



Produces Annually. 

£. s. d. 

51 16 6 
27 13 10 

111 15 2 

35 17 2 
26 13 2 
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A record of the proceedings since the opening of the Hospital is to be had, t.. 

It being entirely under the management of the Governors, no visitors are The Lying- 
appointed ; and of course no books for reports of visitors are kept. Hospital 

Officers and Servants. 

The medical business of the Hospital is done by the master, who is empowered 
by the charter to have two assistants, and is authorized to instruct “ all students in 
physic, surgeons, or apprentices to surgeons, and all such others, whether men or 
women, as intend to practise midwifery.” The governors have never considered 
it their duty to inquire into the number of students instructed, nor the emolument 
arising therefrom, which are therefore unknown to the Board of Governors. No 
money received by the present, nor by any former master, has ever been placed to 
the credit of the Hospital ; the admission-fees of the two assistants and pupils being 
the only compensation he receives for performing an arduous duty, which occupies 
a large portion of his time. 

No master of the Hospital has ever received any salary from the funds of the 
charity ; the only charge for him is g l. 4 s. 7 § d., which he receives annually for 
coals and candles, and on the appointment of every new master, which by the charter 
must take place every seven years ; his apartments are whitewashed and painted. 

The present master was appointed in November 1826. 

A consulting physician, Dr. Samuel B. Labatt, and a consulting surgeon, 

Dr. Abraham Colles, are also attached to the Hospital, neither of whom receives 
salary. 

Medicine is supplied by Messrs. Stroker and M'Munn. There is no resident 
apothecary. 

W. M. Benson is attached to the Hospital as registrar ; his salaryis 138/. 95. 2 d.; 
he does not reside in the Hospital. 

The matron, Dorah Caldbeck, receives 73/. 17 s. per annum, salary, and 
8 j. 2d. weekly for her table j she resides in the Hospital. 

For the names of officers, and salaries of the nurses and servants, see Appendix, 

No. 3, p. 18. 

1st. — The master has the entire charge of the medical departments of this 
Hospital, and has always two assistants. When occasionally required, a consulting 
physician or surgeon is called in. 

2d.— The registrar keeps the registry of all patients and their infants admitted 
and discharged ; he also keeps the accounts of all receipts and disbursements of the 
establishment. 

3d- — The collector of cash receives all rents, square-tax, chapel collections, pew 
rents, &c. &c. 

4th. — The matron superintends the servants, the dietary ordered by the medical 
attendants for the patients, and also for the servants, and has the care of the 
linen, &c. &c. 

Patients. 

For General Return, in a tabular form, see Appendix, No. 6, p. 20. 

Two thousand eight hundred and fifty-six women were delivered in the Hospital, 
from the 31st December 1827, to the 31st of December 1828, of whom 43 died : 

Of Peritonites - --21 

Laceration of uterus and vagina ----- 8 

Convulsions - 

Pericardites _______ j 

Phthisis pulmonalis _i 

Inflammation of the stomach and bowels - - — I 

Sloughing of the vagina and neck of the bladder - - 1 

Inflammation of the brain j 

Anomalous diseases 6 

Laceration of the peritoneal covering of the uterus - - 1 

Haemorrhage . 1 



7 - 



B 



43 
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i. Patients are admitted on a certificate of poverty addressed to the master, and 

The Lying-ia signed by the clergy of ttie parish, or by a respectable householder, and the master 

Hospital. of the Hospital, or in his absence his assistant personally inspects each candidate 

- and countersigns the certificate. 

Patients generally leave the Hospital on the seventh, eighth or ninth day after 
delivery ; but no woman is permitted to leave the Hospital until she is perfectly 
recovered ; of course some remain for a month or more. 

Extern patients when in distress are often visited by the physician and pupils, but 
no account is kept of the number. 

When unusual sickness prevails in the Hospital the medical committee have 
occasionally recommended medicine to be given to poor women at their residences j 
but this has always been done to a very inconsiderable extent ; perhaps, in the year, 
the expense does not amount to more than 2 /. 

For dietary of patients and servants, see Appendix, No. 5, page 19. 

For the different supplies of provisions, &c. (with the exception of groceries and 
oatmeal, which are laid in at the current prices by the matron, under the inspection 
of the Governors,) contracts are made. The prices for the following articles for the 
present year are as follow : 



Beef and mutton 






£. a. 


d. 




Ox heads 


- 


. 


- — 1 






Sheeps heads - 


- 


- 


_ _ 


5 


each. 


Legs of beef 


. 


- 


- — 


2 f 


per lb. 


New milk 


- 


- 


- - 


8 


per gallon. 


lable-beer 


- 


- 


- H 


9 


per barrel. 


Soap ... 


- 


- 


- 1 13 




per cwt. 



Bread at the assize price, with 10 per cent discount off. 

A book for entering the patients’ diet, which is ordered daily by the master or his 
assistants, is kept in each, ward, so that the quantity consumed is always known. 
The medical officers alter the diet according to circumstances. 

The Governors of the Lying-in Hospital conclude their replies to the inquiries 
made by the Commissioners with the following statement : 

“ The Governors of this Institution beg to state that, destitute, from their origin, 
of any certain funds, their predecessors unremittingly for half a century endea- 
voured to extract from the public a precarious maintenance for the Institution ; 
they did not seek for provision while able to create it. At the instance of a most 
respectable application they relinquished the most lucrative fund which they had 
ever derived, namely, the Sunday Evening Projnenades, amounting to no less 
an income, on an average of ten years, than 1,000/. per annum, and they wish not 
again to resort to that discreditable fund. 

“ That great national measure too, the Union, swept from this city almost the 
whole of those affluent families who had through life contributed to the charity in 
every possible mode ; indeed, those individuals who recovered compensation for 
loss of income consequent on that great imperial arrangement, could not state 
stronger claims for injury than can this foundation ; in proof of which it may be 
stated, that the musical entertainments in the Rotunda and Gardens, and occasionally 
letting of the rooms, produced before the Union an average income of 3,460/. per 
annum; after that event the average annual receipt amounted only to 1,760/. 
A tax on private sedan chairs, granted to the charity by the Irish Parliament, pro- 
duced 400/. per annum before the Union, but soon afterwards declined, and is 
now totalty unproductive. 

Other sources of casual income becoming less available, and the demands on 
the Hospital increasing, the governors were compelled in 1803, for the first time, 
to lay their case before the Government. The Earl of Hardwicke, who was the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, visited the Hospital ; and having personally inves- 
tigated its circumstances, and taken into consideration the great sacrifice which 
the governors had made, on a strong remonstrance from the Society for discoun- 
tenancing Vice, in relinquishing the Sunday evening promenades, was graciously 
pleased to recommend them to petition the House of Commons for relief; and 
the friends of this great and extensive charity have to acknowledge with gratitude 
the bounty of the Parliament in granting them yearly a sum adequate to their 
diminished resources and the increased demand on the establishment. 

(signed) “ William Scott , High Sheriff.” 
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QUERIES of the Commissioners, and ANSWERS thereto by the 
Governors of the Hospital. 



Foundation. 

1. — STATE the year in which the Hospital for poor Lying-in Women was 
opened for their reception ; by what funds it was built or endowed ; and the 
circumstances which led to the opening of it? 

The Hospital was opened on the 8th of December 1757. It was built prin- 
cipally by funds raised by lotteries and private donations, under the management 
of the late Doctor Bartholomew Moss, who brought the sum of 8,163/. from the 
funds of a temporary hospital which he had fitted up in George’s-lane, and applied 
it to the building of this. 

The circumstances which led to the opening of the Hospital were, the number 
of poor women who were, by sickness, death, absence, neglect, or extreme poverty 
of their husbands, driven to depend solely upon their own exertions for even 
common necessaries, many of whom must in all probability have been lost, together 
with their infants, without the assistance of some skilful person, and the attend- 
ance, covering, lodging and sustenance necessary for women in their condition. 

N. B. Several Parliamentary grants were received after the Hospital w r as built, 
for the purpose of discharging debts incurred in the building. 

2. — If any addition has since been made i to its building, or to its original 
funds, exclusive of annual and life -subscriptions ; please state such distinctly 
and separately, giving dates, donors’ names, amount and nature of gift ? 

A building adjoining the Hospital was taken in the year 1809, and converted 
into an auxiliary hospital, which contains 28 beds. The addition to the funds 
since the incorporation arose principally from legacies and donations from nume- 
rous persons, and from bequests, as follows, producing a permanent income, viz. 
William Deane, Esq. in the year 1792, bequeathed the sum of 1,430/. 155. 4 d. 
present currency, being one half of three bonds of the Right Hon. H. L. Rowley, 
and paid to the institution in July last, and funded in 3 k per cents, producing 
51/. 16 s. 6 d.— The Rev. Richard Daniel, in the year 1794, bequeathed to the 
Hospital annually, for ever, 27/. 13$. 10 d. present currency. — The executors of 
the late Doctor Barrett, in June 1825, appropriated the sum of 3,193/. is. 4 d. 
in 3 1 percents to die Hospital, producing 111/. 15 s. 2d. — Mrs. Sophia Stratton, 
in the year 1 809, bequeathed the sum of 500 /. late currency, by bond due by 
Mr.Adderly, which bond, with interest, was paid in 1827, amounting|to 1,024/. 12$. 
present currency, and funded in 3| per cents., producing 35/. 175. 2d. ; and 
interest on 761/. 12$. in 3 f per cents, 2 61 . 135. 2 d. 

Dimensions. 

3. — Give the number of stories of which it consists, and the height of 
each story ; and enclose a ground-plan of all the buildings on a scale of 10 feet 
to an inch. 

4. — What is the length of the principal building outside its walls ? 

5. — State its average breadth. 

6. — State, separately, the length, breadth and height, of each office, &c. 
which are not understood as part of the principal building. 



How Occupied, &c. 

7. — Give the length, breadth and height, within its walls, of each apart- 
ment in or belonging to the Hospital ; how each is occupied, and where they 
are occupied as wards for patients, state how many beds each ward could 
conveniently contain, how many patients are usually received into each, and 
7. B 2 also 
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CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS IN DUBLIN. 



also the number now accommodated in each ward, also how the wards are 
warmed in winter, and how ventilated at all times ? 



The Lying- 
Hospital. 



The Plan of the Institution has been furnished by the Governors of the Lying-in 
Hospital; but being on a large scale, the Commissioners have thought it unneces- 
sary to insert it in this Report; it may, however, be had if required. 

A sketch of the building is given. 



Income and Expenditure. 

8. — State the amount of each of the following items of income and 
expenditure for the year ended 5th January 1829, making the totals to 
correspond with your own accounts. 

Income : , „ , 

t. s. a. 

Parliamentary grants ---------I 2,769 7 8 

County or city presentments ------- I — 

Life subscriptions - -- -- -- -- — 

Donations ---------- - 14 98 

Bequests - -- -- -- -- -- — 

Rents - - 142 11 6 

Interest on vested property ------- - 255 11 6 

Annual subscriptions - -- -- -- -- 713 — 

Contingencies, as per annexed detail - - - - - - 1,81914 1 



Expenditure 

Support of patients, except wine, spirits, &c. 
Wine, spirits, and malt liquors for ditto 
Support of servants ------ 

Fuel --------- 

Soap, candles and lamp oil - 
Laundry expenses - 
Furniture, and repairs on same - - - 

Rent and taxes ------ 

Building, and repairs on same • 

Salaries to officers ----- 

Salaries to nurses and servants - 
Contingencies, as per annexed detail 
Cost ot medicines - 



9. — Give detail of contingencies of income, and amount of property from 
which the above interest arises ? 

I £. s. d. 

Received from the chapel - -- -- -- - 309 9 8 



Patients’ fees - 
Public rooms - 
Gardens - 
Rutland-square tax 
Female pupils - 
Garden Keys 
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c//v *ufa// 



Plan of upper floor of the 



Lyingm Hofpital Dublin 



Ordered, bj the House of Commons, to fee fruited 8 a 'Feb y 1830. 



Jaf A Luke G. fUns ard t Sam. IhnUrs 
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